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Learn about the solar system in astronomy. Get its definition, discover the planets in order, and get interesting
facts.

The Solar System provides the only known example of a habitable planet, the only star we can observe
close-up, and the only worlds we can visit with space ...

Our planet Earth is part of a solar system that consists of eight planets orbiting a giant, fiery star we call the
sun. For thousands of years, ...

With each planet, moon, asteroid, and comet, the solar system tells a story of birth, destruction, rebirth, and
motion--stories written in craters, frozen ...

No object in the solar system fascinates observers more than Saturn. Even a small scope shows the system of
rings surrounding the planet”s pale-yellow globe.

OverviewDefinitionFormation and evolutionGeneral characteristicsSuninner Solar SystemOuter Solar
SystemTrans-Neptunian regionThe Solar System is the gravitationally bound system of the Sun and the
masses that orbit it, most prominently its eight planets, of which Earth is one. The system formed about 4.6
billion years ago when a dense region of a molecular cloud collapsed, creating the Sun and a protoplanetary
disc from which the orbiting bodies assembled. Inside the Sun"s core hydrogen is fused into helium for
billions of years, releasing energy whichi...

Thisdigital collage brings together our solar system and points beyond in one view.

How many planets are in the solar system? How did it form in the Milky Way galaxy? Learn facts about the
solar system's genesis, plusits...
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